


Executive
Principal’s Message
At Oakwood Academy we understand 
the enormous responsibility of 
preparing our pupils for their future 
lives. Our hope is that we can help 
children to become responsible 
citizens who will make a positive 
contribution to our ever changing 
society.

We are committed to life long learning and work very 
hard to encourage children to engage with and enjoy 
learning and new experiences. We do this alongside 
emphasising the need for children to be sensitive, caring, 
supportive and understanding each other’s needs.

We are very fortunate to have an excellent school where 
staff, parents, pupils and the wider community share 
our aims. We are a happy and successful school who 
encourage the highest levels of achievement, both 
personal and academic.

The staff at Oakwood Academy are dedicated to 
ensuring that we meet all aspects of a pupils’ development 
and by working in partnership we hope we can make this 
a very special, rewarding and memorable period in your 
child’s life.

Amanda Nicholson
Executive Principal 
(NLE)



Welcome to
Oakwood!
Oakwood Academy, Visual Arts, Sports 
and Technology College is a Special 
School for children and young people 
with moderate and/or complex learning 
difficulties.

Typically, pupils enter Oakwood Academy with attainment 
levels between P6 and N.C. Level 2. The vast majority  of 
pupils continue at Oakwood Academy until they are 16 
years old at which point their attainment levels range from 
N.C. Level 1 up to lower level GCSE qualifications. Pupils 
then enter our sixth form or make the transition to college 
provision elsewhere. Our pupils will have conditions that  
co-exist, overlap and interlock creating a complex profile.

Pupils at Oakwood Academy follow the National Curriculum 
and are grouped broadly in terms of their attainment. 
Class groups are taught by a specialist subject teacher 
and teaching assistant, class sizes are kept small due to 
the needs of the pupils. Subjects are taught by subject 
specialist teachers in a conventional secondary school 
model of provision.

Foundation Learning 

Pupils who are in the Foundation Stage access a topic 
based curriculum. These pupils are in Years 5, 6 and 7. 
Pupils are taught using a stage not age approach, allowing 
pupils to feel secure in their learning and aiding the 
transition from primary school to secondary school. Our 
curriculum has been carefully designed so that pupils are 
receiving a well suited, high quality of education which 
meets National Curriculum outcomes. All learning is cross-
curricular allowing pupils to be fully immersed in their 
learning, embed new vocabulary and apply skills from other 
subjects. This ensures that pupils have the confidence and 
skills they need to access the secondary model curriculum 
from Year 8 and above.

Oakwood Academy accesses 
regular support from the 
Local Authority’s Hearing 
Impaired service, Educational 
Psychology service and works 
closely with Occupational 
Therapy, Physiotherapy and 
Speech and Language  
Therapy services. We also have 
our own Disability Team  
on site which offers extensive 
support to pupils with 
physical disabilities. Oakwood 
Academy also works closely 
with children’s social care 
teams to secure good 
outcomes for pupils.

I have been a part of Friends of Oakwood for 
over a year now. It is great to be part of such 
a fantastic school, to meet other parents and 
family members, to chat and share stories over 
tea and biscuits. The Friends of Oakwood have 
been involved with staff and pupils working 
together to raise money through many exciting 
and fun events. We have had a traditional beach 
fair day, a visit from a Star Wars Stormtrooper, 
Bring your Parents to Breakfast and many more. 
It has been enormous fun. Being a Friend of 
Oakwood Academy has been a delight and a 
pleasure and I have enjoyed every minute and 
look forward to many more.

Mrs Marie Anderson

Contact Details
T: 0161 921 2880

E: enquiries@oakwoodacademy.co.uk
W: www.oakwoodacademy.co.uk

All parents are welcome to take part and if you 
would like to get involved with the Friends of 
Oakwood, please contact us directly at school and 
we will point you in the right direction.

Oakwood Academy 
has teachers and 
Teaching Assistants 
who are highly 
specialised and 
have qualifications 
and experience 
in a variety of 
approaches which 
meet the needs 
of the school 
population.

Our staff have 
extensive experience 
of working with pupils 
who have learning 
difficulties, autism, 
complex medical needs, 
difficulties with a range 
of communication 
needs and sensory 
processing.



Some children may require particular pieces 
of equipment to help them learn more 
independently. We offer:

•	 A range of different pens and grips to help with 
handwriting.

•	 Alternative means of recording such as iPad or laptop.

•	 Sets of coloured overlays that help children see more 
clearly.

•	 Devices to promote posture.

Our staff are fully qualified in a range of support roles to 
ensure each child has the opportunity to succeed. 

We have staff qualified to use British Sign Language for 
hearing impaired students, a team of Learning Mentors and 
counsellors for behaviour and mental health support. We 
have staff who are Elklan trained to support speech and 
language needs, plus a dedicated Speech and Language 
Therapist working on site full time.

Our Disability Team offer support to students with physical 
disabilities and these students will have a personal care 
plan which outlines the support they need and how that is 
to be delivered.

We use a wide range of ICT to encourage and support 
learning within classes and around school. Banks of iPads, 
media equipment and computers are readily accessible. All 
work is planned by the Teacher who takes into account the 
robust assessments used to baseline the children. Work 
will be well differentiated and all barriers to learning will be 
taken into consideration.

We have weekly staff meetings and five INSET training 
days each year, which will focus on an area of SEN. 
We ensure that children taking exams have special 
dispensation applied to them to give them every 
opportunity to succeed.

Teachers’ 
questioning 
draws out the 
best responses 
in pupils and 
encourages 
understanding 
through 
wide-ranging 
opportunities 
for discussion.

Ofsted 2017

A PCT Team offers us additional Occupational Therapy, 
Physiotherapy and Speech and Language Therapy.

Teaching and 
Learning
The aim of Teaching and Learning at 
Oakwood is to provide high quality 
education which inspires, has a positive 
impact on all young people and results 
in fostering independence, preparing 
them for the future. 
At Oakwood Academy we provide full access to the 
National Curriculum with a wide variety of subjects on offer 
including accreditation to GCSE and A Level standard. We 
have specialist areas in Art, Technology and Sport, which 
provides a wide range of experiences for our students.

Class sizes vary but are considerably reduced because 
of the needs of the children, classes are staffed by 
experienced SEN teachers. We have a range of expertise 
within the following areas including speech, language and 
communication, ASD, specific learning difficulties and 
complex/severe learning difficulties.



Sensory Garden 
We have a sensory garden and play area which includes a pagoda, 
teepee, covered seating area, climbing equipment and musical 
equipment. This space is available to pupils at break and lunch times 
to enjoy playing or being in a quiet and safe area. Teachers also use 
this area to extend classroom learning.

Immersive 
Learning
The 4D Immersive Space is an 
interactive creative room that 
facilitates flexible and experiential 
approaches to learning.

The Immersive Space is created through LED lighting, 
video projection and surround sound with the three 
elements changing at the touch of a button to instantly 
transform the teaching environment.

By changing these elements, the space dramatically 
changes, for example transforming the space into a  
war-torn town, a cavernous Egyptian pyramid or an 
enchanted forest.

Specialised 
Facilities
Oakwood Academy has many facilities 
available to the pupils to support 
their social, emotional, physical and 
academic development.

SMART Room 
Our SMART (School Mentoring, Achievement and Relaxation 
Therapy) room provision supports pupils’ social, emotional 
and mental health. Many intervention programmes are 
on offer to support individual pupils in developing their 
social and emotional development. Pupils have access to a 
Learning Mentor, who is available one day a week to work 
with pupils who may need additional support.

Hydrotherapy Pool
Hydrotherapy is a form of treatment carried out in a heated pool. 
Hydrotherapy differs from swimming because it involves special 
exercises. These exercises take place in our heated hydrotherapy 
pool. The water temperature is warmer than a typical swimming 
pool and the pool is equipped with lifts/hoists.

Usually a physiotherapist will complete a programme of exercises 
to be completed during the sessions; this is to help a range of 
movements or strength, depending on your symptoms.

The pool can also be used for play/social development using 
sensory equipment to develop social interaction.

Access to 
Facilities
The whole school is on 
ground level so there 
are no stairs or lifts to 
navigate, and our wide 
corridors and doorways 
are perfect for children 
who require wheelchairs.

There are disability 
toilets and appropriate 
changing facilities.



Our Vision 
and Values
Our school vision is to develop, with 
members of the wider school community, a 
lifelong love of learning. 
This will be achieved through the creation of an environment 
rich in opportunity, where success is recognised and celebrated. 
We shall continue to encourage all members of the school 
community to explore and take risks without the fear of failure. 
To provide an inclusive approach to learning within a holistic, safe 
learning environment, where pupils can accept challenges, risk 
take and begin to make realistic life choices.

We are united in the belief that together we can inspire all 
learners to dream, persevere and achieve so that we can change 
lives for the better now and for the future generations to come.

Our Mission
•	 Pupils	and	their	needs	are	our	priority.

•	We	are	fully	inclusive	and	welcome	children	from 
 vulnerable groups. 

•	We	continuously	provide	high	quality	professional 
 development for all our staff.

•	We	follow	the	School	Teachers’	Pay	and	Conditions 
 of Service.

•	We	work	positively	with	Trade	Unions	and	actively 
 involve them in our decision making.

•	We	work	collaboratively.

Aims
•	 To	work	in	areas	of	challenge.

•	 To	move	all	academies	in	the	Trust	to	at	least	Good.	

•	 To	concentrate	our	work	within	a	60	mile	radius	of	the 
 central hub to ensure work is manageable. 

•	 To	have	high	quality	academy	and	school	governance 
 at the heart of the process. 

•	 To	establish	a	strong	centralised	team	to	support	the 
 academy group which is well resourced.

Policies 
Admissions	Policy
Oakwood Academy is barrier free and caters for 280 
pupils with a range of complex learning needs and 
physical disabilities from age 9 - 19 years of age.

Safeguarding/Child	Protection
The school has a statutory obligation to liaise with outside 
agencies should there be any reports or suspicions of 
abuse. The Executive Principal, Mrs A Nicholson has overall 
responsibility for safeguarding all pupils and staff. The 
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is the Headteacher.

Child Exploitation, Radicalisation and 
Extremism
It is very important that children are highly protected 
from any dangerous outside influences or activities 
such as Child Sexual Exploitation, Radicalisation and 
Extremism. Oakwood Academy falls in line with the 
Government’s PREVENT Strategy’s aim, to ‘stop people 
becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism’. The Single 
Point Of Contact (SPOC) for Oakwood Academy is the 
Headteacher.

Promoting learning 
excellence - 
Inclusion beyond 
the barriers

Oakwood Mission  
Statement

The 
Oakwood 
Day
Oakwood Academy has 
a six period day.

The day starts at 8.25am 
and ends at 3.00pm.

Breakfast Club
We know how important a good breakfast is for our young people’s 
day of learning. All pupils are offered a choice of breakfast snacks 
each morning to start their school day at no additional cost to 
parents and carers. The support of the Magic Breakfast charity has 
made this offer sustainable for the future.

Pupils made suggestions about the snacks they would like, and 
those offering the highest nutritional value were placed on the 
menu. Pupils are at the heart of making the breakfast club a success. 
Year 12 students budget and shop for the ingredients required 
for the following week and use this opportunity to develop their 
functional maths skills, as well as their social and communication 
skills within the community.

After School 
Booster 
Classes
Oakwood has booster 
classes in place that run 
after the school day. 

These are planned and 
organised by teachers 
for those pupils taking 
examinations.

British 
Values
At Oakwood Academy we 
encourage pupils to respect 
the fundamental British 
values of democracy, the 
rule of law, individual liberty 
and mutual respect and 
tolerance of those  
with different faiths and 
beliefs.



Working Together
Here at Oakwood, we believe in 
working with parents and the Local 
Authority to ensure each and every 
pupil has the chance to succeed. We 
have a number of policies in place to 
make working together as smooth a 
process as possible.
We have a pro-active school council who meet every half 
term with key staff to discuss their views and voice any 
concerns. Our Chair of Governors meets with the school 
council to make sure the students are happy with the care 
and education they are receiving.

We have two parent Governors on the Governing Body 
and The Friends of Oakwood is a support group run by 
parents to promote the school and fund raise.

We work with a wide range of agencies from health and 
social care to ensure we can sign post services to parents 
and ensure children get the wrap around care they and 
their families need.

Family Help & Support
The process for Y11 transition will begin in the autumn term 
before the student is due to leave us. In collaboration with 
our dedicated Careers Advisor, options will be discussed, 
open days at other establishments will be arranged and we 
will outline what courses we can offer in our sixth form.

Once all information has been provided a pathway for our 
students can be agreed and then work around planning for 
change can commence to help the student prepare. Some 
students might require a social story and visits.

Our Head of Upper School will help plan this transition 
with our SENCO.

Attendees
The meeting is chaired by 
the school SENCO or Head 
of year and involves the 
pupil, their parents/carers 
and any other professionals 
who may be involved with 
the pupil. If appropriate, 
representative(s) from the 
LA will also be involved.

All these people will be 
asked to write reports 
before the meeting. These 
reports will be used as a 
basis for the discussion, and 
afterwards the LA will write 
a report which summarises 
the outcomes of the 
review - and everyone who 
attended the meeting will 
receive a copy.

Partnership
This process is an important 
part of the partnership 
we want to develop with 
parents to ensure we are 
meeting their child’s needs. 

Parents will be notified 
when the Annual Review 
will be held by the SENCO. 

Interim reviews can be 
called during the year 
to discuss any areas of 
concern. 

Throughout the year there 
will be regular home school 
contact by the school to 
ensure that pupils have the 
right care package and that 
their needs are being met.

The Aims
The annual review looks 
at each pupil’s progress 
against the aims set out 
in their statement/EHCP 
to make sure that the 
provision and targets in the 
statement/EHCP are up to 
date and relevant.

The review also helps the 
school consider whether 
the statement/EHCP is still 
appropriate; plan to support 
each pupil’s needs in the 
future, or to set new targets 
for the coming year.

Friends of Oakwood
We have an active PTA that 
meets regularly to help raise 
funds for special resources, 
through organising special 
fund-raising events that the 
pupils can take part in. 

Please contact Mrs Marie 
Anderson via email at: 
enquiries@oakwood.co.uk for 
more information on how to join 
the Friends of Oakwood. We 
would love to meet you. 

Communication 
with	Parents
We hold an annual parents 
evening and give an end of 
year report in addition to the 
annual review process. We also 
have coffee mornings, termly 
newsletters, concerts and shows 
that parents are invited to attend.

We conduct an annual parental 
questionnaire to gather views 
from parents and request their 
feedback during the annual 
review process.

Any concerns are collated by the 
Head of School who will arrange 
for the appropriate person 
to address the key issue. All 
students will have a home-school 
communication book, to ensure 
parents are fully up to date.

We are always happy to take 
phone calls or emails from 
parents and appointments can 
be booked if parents would like 
to meet a particular member 
of staff.

Our website is updated on a 
regular basis and items for 
celebration are put on to share 
with all parents and students.

Annual Reviews
Every pupil who attends Oakwood 
has a Statement of Special 
Educational Needs or more recently 
an	Educational,	Health	and	Care	Plan	
(EHCP).	Each	is	a	legal	document	that	
sets	out	a	description	of	each	pupil’s	
needs (what he or she can and cannot 
do)	and	what	needs	to	be	done	to	
meet those needs.
The Local Authority has a duty to review each pupil’s 
statement or EHCP at least once a year. It can be 
reviewed more regularly if necessary. Every child placed at 
Oakwood Academy will have an Annual Review meeting 
that is held every academic year in school.



Health, Emotional 
Health and 
Wellbeing
It is the responsibility of parents/
carers to inform Oakwood Academy of 
any medical conditions and the need 
for taking medication within the day. 
Consent forms must be completed 
by parents/carers prior to medication 
being given out within Oakwood.

Medication
Where possible short term medication should be given at 
home. If a pupil requires long-term medication this can be 
stored at Oakwood by prior consent with Head of School. 
All medication taken within Oakwood will be recorded in 
the medication file and kept in the First Aid room.

Medication must be:

•	 Handed to the Disability/First Aid Team 

•	 In the original packaging form the Doctor or Chemist.

•	 Clearly labelled with the pupil’s name.

•	 Timing, side effects and dosage must be clearly shown 
on the consent form.

Care	Plans
Care Plans are drawn up with the parents and the School 
Nurse/Disability Advisor. Care Plans are kept on the wall in 
the First Aid room. All Disability/First Aid Team will have a 
copy of these Care Plans. These are regularly reviewed and 
updated as necessary.

First Aid
First Aid will be administered by the School Nurse or one 
of our five suitably trained first aiders.

Keeping  
Children Safe
The safety and wellbeing of each and 
every pupil at Oakwood Academy is our 
priority. We have a number of policies in 
place to ensure that everyone, whether 
child or staff, is safe at all times.
Most students are transported to and from school and home by 
Local Authority transport via taxi or bus. As children develop 
the skills required we will encourage independent travel and will 
support students in getting ready for this by undertaking travel 
training with them. A small number of our parents transport 
their children to and from school.

All of our Safeguarding 
policies can be found 
on our school website.

Start of Day
Members of staff are on duty ready to receive students on the school 
playground from 8.15am. All students line up and are collected for 
tutorial time by their form tutors at 8.25am.

End of Day
At home time all students meet in the school hall and are escorted 
in their groups by staff to their transport.

Lunchtime
During lunch and break times, large numbers of staff are on duty 
to supervise students. Our SMART room is available for vulnerable 
students who would like to engage in quieter therapeutic activities.

Risk Assessments
Thorough risk assessments are carried out for all trips and activities 
that require physical activity where a child could be injured. These 
risk assessments are checked by senior staff and reviewed regularly. 
For all activities that take place we ensure there are adequate 
Staffing ratios, if we are not happy with the level then the activity 
will not be allowed to go ahead.

Emergencies
In the event of an emergency, 
School Nurses and/or the 
Disability/First Aid team will 
call paramedics and parents. 
The Headteacher will always 
be informed.

The team will treat as 
necessary and stay with the 
casualty until help arrives. 
Staff will then go with them 
to hospital until parents arrive. 
Staff involved must always 
complete the report form for 
major accidents.

Health Services 
at Oakwood
The Nurse at Oakwood is 
able to offer advice and 
information to staff and pupils 
on health related issues.

Oakwood pupils can 
access a wide range of 
health services within the 
school. This includes School 
Nurses, Physiotherapists, 
Occupational Therapists, 
Speech Therapy, Hearing 
Impaired Team, Visually 
Impaired team, Doctor, 
Podiatry, Dietician, 
Wheelchair Service, EP 
and CAMHS.

Counselling
Counselling charity Child 
in Mind spend three days a 
week at Oakwood offering 
individual counselling for 
identified students who 
require support with their 
emotional health and 
wellbeing.



The Oakwood 
Curriculum

We provide a challenging and 
stimulating range of courses designed 
to develop balanced, thinking young 
adults.
Pupils who start with us in Year 5 and 6 have their own 
designated area of the school. They follow the primary 
national curriculum.

In Years 7, 8 and 9 pupils study courses in English, Maths, 
Science, Design & Technology, ICT, Humanities, Physical 
Education, Art and Music. 

In Years 10 and 11 pupils have the opportunity to choose 
courses to study considering their areas of interest. Current 
options include: Sports Leadership, ASDAN, Personal and 
Social Development, Food Studies, Computing and Duke 
of Edinburgh Award Schemes.

Lessons are stimulating and encourage pupils to learn. 
By providing work to develop study skills and by using 
information technology we encourage pupils to become 
more independent in their learning. The curriculum is 
modified to suit the needs of all pupils.

Pupils of all abilities including the most able, continue to 
be challenged so all can excel.

A Curriculum 
Designed for You

We take the time to know what our 
pupils need and have designed a 
curriculum tailored to each young 
person’s	strengths	and	abilities.

Extra 
Curricular 
Activities
Oakwood Academy offer  
a wide range of after  
school activities, weekend 
trips and residentials for  
our pupils.

These activities can incur 
a minimal charge, but are 
always heavily subsidised 
by the school to ensure 
everyone is able to join in.

After  
School 
Tuition
After school one to one 
tuition is offered to Looked 
After Children through  
Pupil Premium Plus funding 
from the Virtual School 
Team, as identified on 
pupils’ Personal Education 
Plans. The tuition takes 
place on Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoons from 
3.15pm to 4.30pm.

Personal 
Development
The purpose of Personal 
Development is:

•		To	foster	independence	and	
life skills for the future 
•		To	provide	further	
opportunities for young 
people which contribute 
towards developing well 
rounded, responsible young 
citizens 
•		To	develop	understanding	
of one’s own unique 
development (both strengths 
and areas for improvement)

Life Skills  •  Health and 
Wellbeing (H & W) lessons 
•  Living in the Wider World 
(LWW) lessons 
Citizenship  •  Relationships 
and Sex Education (RSE) 
lessons 
Unique Development 
•  All About Me lessons



The English Department at Oakwood 
Academy aims to develop a life-long 
love of learning and literature within 
our pupils. We strive to provide a 
solid foundation, by which pupils will 
grow from strength to strength in this 
challenging and crucial subject.

English is delivered through schemes of work tailored 
to suit the needs of the subject: competence, creativity, 
cultural understanding and critical understanding.

English

Arts education is an essential part 
in the development of the ‘whole 
child’.	Pupils	have	the	opportunity	to	
experience and explore the visual and 
sensory qualities in Art and Design 
such as drawing, painting, ceramics, 
sculpture, photography, ICT graphics, 
textiles and printmaking.

Key Stage 3 includes a wide range of opportunities to 
develop key skills including research, idea development 
and experiences of different art materials. Key Stage 4 
encourages pupils to develop their objectives for Arts 
Award Bronze, Entry and GCSE levels.

Art

Through a balanced, 
broad and engaging 
curriculum we aim, 
not only to deliver 
the skills and 
content outlined in 
the new national 
guidelines, but to 
foster enjoyment and 
a passion for English 
that goes beyond 
their secondary 
school experience.

We aim to ensure that 
every pupil will leave 
Oakwood Academy 
with a qualification 
suited to their needs. 
These range from 
Entry Level 1 To GCSE.



We actively promote 
British Values in our 
Humanities curriculum 
through the inclusion 
of themes such as the 
history of democracy 
in Britain, the rise of 
the dictators in Europe 
pre WW2, universal 
suffrage, the abolition 
of slavery, the history 
of crime and 
punishment in Britain 
and much more.

Maths

Humanities lessons allow pupils to 
appreciate a world outside of their 
own experience, and understand 
everyday	situations.	Pupils	are	given	
the opportunity to learn about 
societies that have passed, and of 
the	present.	Pupils	will	learn	to	make	
comparisons to past eras and identify 
patterns of repeated history.

They also learn about the world itself, how it has evolved 
over the thousands of years, how it continues to develop 
and how man has influenced the planet’s changes over 
the years. Pupils learn to be sensitive to the beliefs and 
practices of other people, as well as considering their own 
morality and place in the community.

Humanities

Mathematics lessons at Oakwood also provide 
opportunities for developing skills in other 
areas too through social skills, through working 
together and listening to others’ explanations; 
communication skills as pupils learn to express 
ideas accurately and unambiguously, both orally 
and in their written work and ICT skills as pupils 
use spreadsheets to organise, manipulate and 
display numerical data.

The Mathematics Department at 
Oakwood Academy aims to develop a 
life-long love of learning and numbers 
within our pupils.

An appreciation of mathematical relationships and a 
familiarity with using and interpreting mathematical language 
are essential tools in the world our pupils will enter.

We provide a learning environment in which 
each pupil can exercise and enjoy their growing 
range of mathematical skills; use appropriate 
language to express mathematical ideas 
and relationship; develop the mathematical 
understanding to apply new skills in new 
contexts; acquire the flexibility, independence 
and powers of reasoning to enable them to 
think abstractly and to select and use their skills 
effectively; apply mathematics to support their 
understanding of the transactions and decisions 
of everyday life.



Lower School

Across lower school pupils are provided with a range of 
different activities in order for them to start to develop the 
skills, understanding and resilience to lead and maintain 
physically active lifestyles. Pupils encounter units of activity 
which allow opportunities to work as a team and solve 
problems, take part as an individual, set targets and take 
part in outdoor and adventurous activities. 

The curriculum will allow pupils to enrich their personal 
development, be curious, imaginative and ambitious 
about what they are able to achieve. Pupils will be given 
opportunities for discussion, peer assessment, guided 
discovery and problem solving.

PE and Sport

R – Resilience

E – Empathy

S – Self Management

P – Positivity

E  - Excellence

C – Communication

T - Teamwork

The	PE	curriculum	is	based	around	a	staged	
approach not age so that students are accessing 
appropriate content for their level and need.

Schemes of work are based around the R.E.S.P.E.C.T framework which is a 
key theme throughout department planning and lesson delivery. Pupils are 
educated on the values of R.E.S.P.E.C.T and the impact they have on life 
skills throughout their PE lessons. 

Upper	School

The Key Stage 4 curriculum allows a 
personalised approach to learning where pupils 
have the opportunity to specialise in their chosen 
role as a performer, coach, leader or referee and 
they also have the opportunity to participate in a 
range of more challenging activities. In core PE, 
all pupils achieve an Entry Level Qualification in 
Physical Education and receive an Entry Level 1, 
Entry Level 2 or Entry Level 3 award. Pupils who 
select sport as an option have the opportunity to 
follow a personalised sporting pathway. Students 
are streamlined into appropriate qualification 
pathways with a focus on employability in sport 
(Sport Leaders Qualification) and participation in 
sport (ASDAN Sport.)

Life Skills

The three life skill courses we offer are 
ASDAN,	OCR	and	PSD	all	of	which	give	
our students the opportunity to gain 
qualifications in a variety of different 
styles and formats including everyday 
life skill experiences to allow them to 
achieve, develop independent skills and 
be successful. 

The ASDAN and OCR qualifications at Oakwood aim to 
provide all of its pupils with opportunities to develop their 
communication skills, problem solving, group work and 
independence work skills through stimulating lessons that 
are educationally worthwhile, fun and enjoyable.  Activities 
are designed to be challenging and aim to provide access to 
achievement.  

We aim to offer 
programmes that 
are challenging and 
develop skills for 
learning, skills for 
employment and 
skills for life.

ASDAN – Students 
can achieve Bronze 
and Silver Awards and 
continue to Gold.

PSD – Students can 
achieve Entry level 
1 or 2 at Award and 
Certificate level.

OCR – Students can 
achieve Entry level 1 or 
2 at Award, Certificate 
and Extended 
Certificate level. 



The purpose of science teaching at Oakwood is to 
develop curiosity, enjoyment, skills and a growing 
understanding of science through an approach in 
which pupils raise questions and investigate the world 
in which they live.

The subject of science seeks to engage and challenge learners at many levels, 
linking direct practical experience with scientific ideas. Experiments and modelling 
are used to develop and evaluate explanations, encouraging critical and creative 
thought. Opportunities are planned for pupils to:

•	Enquire,	explore	and	observe	so	that	they	can	ask	questions	about	themselves	
and their environment
•	Stimulate	their	curiosity	in	finding	out	why	things	happen	in	the	way	they	do
•	Appreciate	the	way	science	will	affect	their	future	on	a	personal,	national	and	
global level.

Science

Music is such a vibrant subject, and all pupils are 
welcome to join the Oakwood Choir, as well as 
take part in regular performances at whole school 
assemblies in order to inspire other pupils .

Music

The Music Department at Oakwood 
Academy aims to develop creativity, 
confidence and an appreciation for all 
music styles in all pupils.

Pupils learn key musical concepts such as chords and notation, 
through performing in a variety of styles including pop, rock, 
indie, blues, and reggae music. All pupils will also develop 
their music technology skills with Garageband and iMacs used 
extensively across the curriculum , allowing their creativity to 
be unlocked as they create professional compositions in dance, 
rock and world music genres. As well as being thoroughly 
enjoyable for children, Music activities promote self confidence 
while also encouraging individual talent.



Technology

Food Technology 

Pupils	work	in	a	kitchen	environment	to	develop	their	capability	
and confidence in selecting and using a wide range of 
ingredients and techniques.

We seek to develop a sound understanding of food and the important role food plays in healthy 
lifestyle within our pupils. We teach the basic practical cookery skills and focus particularly on 
Healthy Eating. Safety and Hygiene, Catering and Nutrition.

Computing

The purpose of Computing at 
Oakwood is for all pupils to become 
confident, qualified digital citizens 
who have the knowledge, skills, 
and understanding to use current 
and developing technology safely, 
creatively and effectively.

Resistant Materials 
Technology

A practical based subject which 
encourages pupils to combine 
designing and making skills with 
knowledge and understanding in order 
to make quality products.

Pupils design and make products with creativity and 
originality that solve real and relevant problems within a 
variety of contexts. Pupils learn about materials, how to 
join them together, how to mark them out accurately as 
well as choosing and using tools correctly.



Enhanced Resource Provision
- Silver Street Campus
We	introduced	the	Enhanced	Resource	Provision	-	Silver	Street	
Campus to help address and meet the specific needs of the 
pupils who have a diagnosis of Autism. There are fifteen pupils 
between 3 classes based on ability. All pupils follow a curriculum 
which meets their abilities and stage of development. They have 
access to Speech and Language delivered by a trained teaching 
assistant; specialist trained teaching assistants; the support of 
the Disability Team and access to hydrotherapy when needed. 

The main benefit of the enhanced resource is that classes are highly structured and learning is 
taught in smaller groups. Pupils are taught the curriculum by a small, highly trained group of staff 
that pupils work with each and every day. Therefore, pupils are given stability and feel secure with 
the smaller group of adults they are working with. The timetable follows a strict structure and 
routine to suit the needs of young people with ASC. Enhanced Learning teaching assistants
are always with the pupils.

The Enhanced Provision also focuses on allowing pupils 
to gain important life skills and we plan for this within our 
curriculum. We feel this is an important aspect in our pupils’ 
education allowing them to have the skills they will need 
to succeed in life in modern Britain. Some of the Life Skills 
activities include shopping trips, extra cooking lessons in 
addition to the timetabled cooking sessions and learning 
basic skills, including personal hygiene and cleaning skills.

Pupils have access to a broad and balanced curriculum, with 
specific emphasis on developing core skills. The curriculum 
is suited to the needs of the pupils in the enhanced resource 
and changes on a cycle, ensuring pupils are learning new 
content throughout their time at the Silver Street campus. 
We assess pupil progress using internal data systems and 
look for every opportunity to show how small steps are 
being achieved, and we are scaffolding pupils’ knowledge 
and skills. Teachers review progress every half term and this 
is monitored by all senior leaders and Governors.

We are so proud 
of Alysha. She 
looks forward to 
going to school. 
We have really 
noticed a big 
difference. She 
is starting to turn 
into a young lady 
thanks to all the 
staff who have 
helped her this 
school year..

Mr P Kelly



Sixth Form College
We believe that young people should have a range of choices 
open to them when it comes time to consider their future. As 
part of that choice Oakwood Academy now offers an ambitious 
Sixth Form which strives to provide not only the appropriate 
wrap around care for its students, but also the choice and rigour 
of an exciting and challenging curriculum and study options.

Our aim is to ensure that 100% of our students enter into meaningful, paid, full time employment 
when they leave Oakwood and to ensure they have the personal and social skills to succeed in 
life along with the academic qualifications that they will need. We hope we will have embedded 
in every student a love of learning which will continue throughout their life and that the skills they 
have acquired give them the best start. We are very proud of our outstanding school and hope 
you will share in our future success.




