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Welcome to Oakwood Sixth Form
The Sixth Form is an exciting provision catering for students
from 16 to 18 years of age. We have also recently been given
permission by the DfE to take children up to 19 years of age.
The provision is run within a separate campus at the University Technical College
Media City (UTC). We follow the same times of day and holidays as Oakwood
Academy. Pupils follow a bespoke timetable, which builds on their strengths.
One day a week is dedicated to pupils working off site in an employment setting.
If students are unable to access this there is a work experience program within
college that has been designed to cater for students.
Student’s Educational Health Care Plans continue within the Sixth Form with an
annual review each year. This is where pupils, parents, carers and guardians have the
opportunity to review progress and discuss any worries they may have.
Students have access to the Primary Health Trust on site at Oakwood Academy
which includes Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy, Speech and Language and
the school Nurses. Children also get support from the Oakwood Disability Team/
Inclusion Team.
Pupils are encouraged to become independent travellers once joining the Sixth Form,
although we know this is not possible for all. Students who are not independent will
have access to travel training whether this is a full program leading to independent
travel or just basic road safety and awareness.
Students can access the UTC canteen or they can bring a packed lunch. Parents can
pay through ‘parent pay’ as at Oakwood.
Students are to be dressed appropriately in smart casual wear. We will provide details
of a supplier of fleeces with the Oakwood badge on for you to purchase.
Within the Sixth Form we know how important it is for our learners to have the
basic skills, which employers are looking for. The Sixth Form offers a range of
courses for our learners which will enable them to either move on to other college
courses, complete an internship or join the world of work.
All pupils will continue their Maths and English qualifications – please note if students
have already achieved a 4 (C) at GCSE level they will continue to access GCSE level
classes to keep up their skills but will not take an examination. If the students have
gained a level 3 or below they will have the opportunity to resit the exam.

Oakwood Sixth
Form Pathways to
Adulthood

Vocational Options
The main qualifications within the Sixth Form are the Vocational Options. The option you choose
will be the qualification and route you take into employment so please be realistic when
choosing the right option for you! Is the vocational option you take something you can do as a
career?

It is essential that we prepare our
students to be independent and
self-sufficient as possible. We
strive to provide them with the
skills, knowledge and experience
to gain paid employment or long
term volunteering.

You will spend 1 day a week completing the qualification over 1 / 2 or 3 years. Ideally your work
experience day will be completing voluntary work in your chosen vocational option. For example if
you chose Child Care you will have a placement within a nursery or school.
All students choose one option from the qualifications on offer. Detailed on the following pages is
an explanation of each option we provide with examples of what students who have completed
these options have moved on to.

BTEC Creative iMedia

Our Y12 and Y13 students will
choose a range of qualifications
that help prepare them for the
world of work.

Core
Subjects

Vocational Option
(all students choose one option)

This flexible course helps you to develop your ICT skills and better
understand how new technologies have changed the world by designing
and making multimedia products for a range of audiences and purposes.
The units are graded from a Pass at Level 1 up to Distinction* at Level 2.

Secondary
Option
(all students choose
one option)

Personal
Development ASDAN Life Skills

• Maths

• Childcare BTEC Level 1

• Arts Award

• Roadwise

• English

• ASDAN Chef School
Food Wise Entry Level

• Graphic
Design

• Foodwise

• iMedia BTEC Level 1 & 2

• Horticulture

• ICT

• Sports BTEC Level 1 &
Duke of Edinburgh

• Careers &
Experiencing
Work
• PSHE

Enrichment
All students will do the following units:
• Work
Experience
• Can Do
Volunteering
• Active
Leisure and
Sports

• Retail / Hospitality BTEC
Entry / Level 1
• Health and Social Care
BTEC Entry / Level 1
Please note: Entry level is equivalent to pre GCSE and level 1 is equivalent to low level GCSE.

Progress, attendance and attainment are reviewed annually with parents, carers and guardians.
Students who complete their vocational option in one year will be offered the next level
qualification the following year. Students who require longer can discuss completing their
qualification over two years.

(Exam) Pre-production skills - A written exam
paper that will test how much you know about
the design process for different types of media.
(Coursework) Creating Digital Graphics –
You will use a range of programs and skills to
design, make and review digital images for a
given purpose and audience.
These units together make up the iMedia
Award. You can also add more units and
work towards the Certificate.
Other coursework units you can choose
include:
• Storytelling with a comic strip
• Creating a multipage website
• Designing a game concept
• Developing digital games
• Creating a digital sound sequence

Vocational Pathways
Students have gone on to:
•
•
•
•
•

Completed a level 2 / 3 qualification
Moved on to University
Completed an internship placement
Gained employment
Independent living

BTEC Sport & Active Leisure /
Duke of Edinburgh

BTEC Level 1
Certificate in
Caring for Children

Pupils will have the opportunity to
work towards a BTEC Level 1 Award in
Sports and Active Leisure alongside
their Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.
The Pearson BTEC Level 1 Award in
Sport and Active Leisure has been
developed to give learners the
opportunity to:

This qualification has been designed to
help students gain the skills, knowledge
and understanding needed to care for their
own children or children in a voluntary
capacity, such as babysitting.
Students will learn how to respect and value children
as individuals, how to tell stories, plan musical and
creative experiences and keep children safe. They will
develop their skills in a variety of ways including real life
experiences and practical sessions in school and at work
experience placements.
It is anticipated that this qualification will be delivered
through a wide range of activities; for example, looking
at the physical and emotional needs of children, healthy
eating, make and play a variety of musical instruments,
create picture books, and keeping children safe.
Students will complete units and gain credits which will
accumulate towards the required qualification. This is
studied as a one and two year course.

Vocational Pathways
Students have gone on to:
•

•
•
•
•

Complete a level 2 in Child
Care or Health and Social
Care
Internship
Gain supported employment
Employment
Independent living

Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award
On Tuesday mornings, all pupils who have chosen the sport option will be
working towards a Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. Pupils will work towards
their Bronze and Silver Award.
The award is a globally recognised qualification that is fantastic for the holistic development of
young people. Sessions through autumn and winter will primarily be practically based, with pupils
frequently attending Salford Water Sports Centre (Kayaking), The National Cycling Centre (BMX)
and The Y Club (Multi-Sports) to develop their physical fitness and their sport specific skills.

•  Engage in learning which is relevant to them
and will provide opportunities to develop a
range of sporting skills and techniques,
personal skills and attributes essential for
successful performance in working life.
• Achieve a nationally recognised Level 1
vocationally related qualification.
• Progress to employment in sport and active
leisure.
• Progress to related general and/or vocational
qualifications. In order to achieve this
qualification, pupils are required to have
some prior knowledge of sports and a strong
work ethic.

Vocational Pathways
Students have gone on to:
•
•
•

Completed higher level sports courses
TA work supporting sports sessions in
primary / secondary schools
Internship

In addition to this, pupils will
develop the skills required for hiking
and camping through spring to
enable them to take part in two
overnight expeditions.
The first will be a one night
overnight stay at the start of the
summer (Year 1), whilst the second
will be a two night overnight stay at
the start of the summer (Year 2).

BTEC Level 1 Award /
Certificate in Retail and
Hospitality

Entry Level Chef School
& Food Wise
This course will be delivered by
an experienced cook who will
guide and prepare students who
are interested in working in the
hotel, catering and hospitality
industry. Students will work
towards entry level qualifications
such as food hygiene, food
handling and customer service
qualifications.

The Edexcel BTEC Level 1 Award and Certificate
in Retail Knowledge and Hospitality has been
developed to give learners the opportunity to:

• Engage in learning which is relevant to
them and will provide opportunities
to develop a range of skills and
techniques, personal skills and attributes
essential to successful performance in
working life.
• Achieve a nationally recognised Level 1
vocationally–related qualification
• Progress to employment in a particular
vocational sector
• Progress onto other related general
and /or vocational qualifications

They will visit restaurants where they will gain
hands on experience of working in busy kitchens.
They will also work on projects where they
will cater for different events that they have
organised themselves.
The Food Wise entry level qualification is a
hands-on course which helps students develop
the essential skills they need to cook simple,
nutritious, affordable food. This is about real food,
for real life.
This course is fun and practical. It teaches simple
cooking skills, and aims to inspire students. It is
relevant to modern-day life and using ingredients
that are readily available in your average
supermarket.
Home Cooking Skills are so much more than
a qualification: it’s a way to share a critical life
skill with as many people as possible. It will arm
students with sensible, practical knowledge
that they can take into the world and actually
use. Whether they’re having a party, cooking for
mates, feeding their future children or making
lunch, they’ll be fending for themselves, saving
money and using these skills every day for the
rest of their lives.

Vocational Pathways
Students have gone on to:
•
•
•
•
•

Moved on to a higher qualification
Completed an internship
Gain supported employment
Employment
Independent living

Vocational Pathways
Students have gone on to:
•
•
•
•
•

Moved on to a higher
qualification
Completed an internship
Gain supported
employment
Employment
Independent living

All the content of the qualification relates directly to the skills, knowledge and understanding
needed to support students in progressing to further study in the retail / Hospitality sector.
Students will select four from six optional units enabling them to develop an understanding of
the business of retail, from customer service, to the retail selling process and stock control
to health and safety and the contribution of individuals and teams contribute to business
effectiveness in retail.
The choice of units available enables the precise nature of the qualification to be tailored to
meet the interests and progression aspirations of individual groups of students. Units within the
hospitality course will focus on, Customer Service in the Hospitality Industry, Serving Food and
Drink, Housekeeping and Guest Services, Front Office Operations and Food Safety in Catering.

BTEC Entry Level Award in
Health and Social Care / Level
1 Award/Certificate/Diploma in
Health and Social Care

Life Skills and Enrichment
Horticulture
Entry Level 2 Award in
Horticulture Skills

The Pearson BTEC Entry Award (Entry 3) and Pearson BTEC Level
1 Award/Certificate/Diploma in Health and Social Care have been
developed to give learners the opportunity to engage in learning which
is relevant to them and will provide opportunities to develop a range of
skills and techniques, personal skills and attributes essential for successful
performance in working life.
Students will achieve a nationally recognised Entry or Level 1
vocationally-related qualification.
What will the learner study as part of this qualification?
This qualification provides an engaging and relevant introduction to vocational learning,
allowing learners to choose units such as; health needs creative activities for children, rights and
responsibilities, promoting healthy eating and job opportunities the choice of units available
enable the precise nature of the qualification to be tailored to meet the interests and progression
aspirations of individual groups of learners.
There is an opportunity through the choice of units for learners to develop their research
or employability skills alongside their vocational learning.

Vocational Pathways
Students have gone on to:
•
•
•
•
•

Move on to a higher
qualification
Complete an internship
Gain supported
employment
Employment
Independent living

Students
timetable are full
of enrichment
and life skills
opportunities to
enhance their
opportunities both
socially and in the
world of work.

The Entry Level 2 Award in
Horticulture Skills is a recognised
qualification in horticulture. The
programme of education gives
the students the opportunity to
experience the career possibilities
in this vocational area. A variety
of units are covered, these include
Recognising Plants, Prepare and plant an area, Fill plant
containers and an Introduction to the Propagation of Plants.
All these hands on units collectively allow the students to
grow their own plants, care for and to create amazing basket
and container displays as part of an enterprise.

Pathways After Year 13
The vast majority of students attend Oakwood Sixth
Form for two years in Y12 and Y13. All students work
with the Careers & Training Coordinator to discuss the
best pathway beyond this.
A small number of places are available for Y14 students.
Their timetable will be bespoke to them, we always
take the young person’s views and wishes into account
when designing a package of education for them.
They will usually follow courses in Horticulture, Food
Studies, English, mathematics and work experience. If
their interests lie outside these areas we will negotiate
with their Local Authority about out sourcing a more
appropriate course they would be interested in.

Supported
Internship
In Y14 students who
have been accessing
an independent work
experience placement
can move in to a
Supported Internship
as a pathway to
employment. This would
be their final year in
education.

Year 14

FE College

Our most complex young people
may require further support from
Oakwood Academy to develop
independence. Parents, carers and
guardians can discuss this option
in their Year 13 review if they feel it
is required. The Year 14 timetable
would be very bespoke focussing
on the life skills required by the
young person. At the end of Year
14 all students will then progress on
to local FE College Social Services.

Students who
have completed
their vocational
qualifications may
wish to continue
their studies at FE
College.

Apprenticeships,
Employment & Further
Training
Students who have the skills,
experience and knowledge and
independence to gain employment.
The school Careers & Training
Coordinator will support them
with applications and interviews
to explore further training,
Apprenticeship or employment.

Personal Social
Development Short Courses

Why become
an independent
traveller?

Embedded within the
student timetable will be
short courses.

Being an independent
traveller promotes
independence and a
sense of achievement
as well as developing
students’ communication
skills.

These courses will be tailored to
each individual student, giving them
the skills to contribute and have a
meaningful role within society. Some
of the courses on offer are OCR Life
and Living, Employability, Careers,
Personal Finance, RoadWise, and
Enterprise.

Independent Travel
The aim of independent travel training
The aim of Oakwood Sixth Form is to promote
independence in our students, to enable them to access
as many opportunities as possible that are available to
them in the wider world. As part of this, we have in place
an independent travel training program which allows us to
develop life skills needed in order to travel independently
using public transport.

Young people who are
independent travellers
have a higher self-esteem
and feel more mature,
which then impacts
positively on their social
skills. It also improves
their self confidence and
gives them strategies
to help them face
challenges in life.
When becoming an
independent traveller the
trainers teach pupils how
to plan and undertake a
safe journey. Pupils gain
access to a wider range
of travel opportunities,
which allows easier
transition into the world
of work. Once they
are trained students
are given the option
of having a travelling
‘buddy’. This would be
another pupil who travels
the same route who can
be there whilst students
grow in confidence.

Work Experience
Our aim is that every Sixth Form student will attend a work placement
one day per week.
If students are not ready to work out of school opportunities will be given within college. Students
will run enterprise activities such as the smoothie bar and teachers café. Opportunities will also be
given for students to visit local employers as a group to explore the world of work within a safe
environment. Students will leave with a portfolio of work experience they have gained either within
the sixth form or with local employers increasing their chances in the labour market.
We offer a residential holiday to all students who would
like to enjoy time with their peers. These holidays have
been very popular as they give a well earned break for
parents, carers and students. The last two years we have
been to Ribby Hall in Preston where we have enjoyed horse
riding, swimming, sailing to name but a few. We promote
independence but there is always plenty of staff around to
care for our students well being.

Oakwood
Internships
We hope to prepare students for work.
As such we have developed Oakwood
Internships where we can expand our
vocational excellence in to the work place
and support Oakwood Sixth Form leavers
into full time employment.
The Internships are for the young people who have
completed work experience placements with local
employers. These employers are asked to keep the
student on for another year. Students will work for that
employer for 15 hours per week and then attend the Sixth
Form 1 day per week to continue with Maths, English and
Employability. On this day they will be given the training
they need to develop work skills needed by the various
employers. Oakwood Academy will pay the young person
a wage and support them during their time at work.

Courses Delivered
Core

Vocational Options

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Maths
English
ICT

Childcare BTEC Level 1
ASDAN Chef School Food Wise Entry Level
iMedia BTEC Level 1 & 2
Sports BTEC Level 1 & Duke of Edinburgh
Retail / Hospitality BTEC Entry / Level 1
Health and Social Care BTEC Entry / Level 1

Oakwood Academy Sixth Form
UTC@MediaCityUK
100-102 Broadway,
Salford M50 2UW
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