Oakwood Sixth Form English GCSE Curriculum Map
2025-26

	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	6wks
	8wks
	6wks
	6wks
	5wks
	7wks

	
Component 1: Reading and Analysing 20th Century Prose

Week 1 – Baseline Assessments 
Week 2– Foundations of Prose Analysis
LO: To introduce 20th Century Literature.
Activity: Cover key themes of 20th century literature and contextualisation.
Assessment: In groups look at extracts to discuss themes and influences.
LO: Identify explicit and implicit meanings in prose extracts (AO1).
Activity: Read a short 20th-century prose extract; retrieve and infer information.
Assessment: Bullet-point explicit vs implicit ideas with evidence.
LO: Select and embed textual evidence to support interpretations (AO1).
Activity: PEE/PEEL recap using model responses.
Assessment: Write a short paragraph answering a comprehension question.
Week 2 – Language Analysis
LO: Identify key language choices and their intended effects (AO2).
Activity: Annotate extract for verbs, imagery, figurative language.
Assessment: Produce effect-focused annotations.
LO: Explain how language shapes meaning and engages the reader (AO2).
Activity: Teacher modelling of “zoom-in” analysis.
Assessment: Two AO2-style short responses to focused questions.
Week 3 – Structure and Writer’s Methods
LO: Identify structural features and shifts in focus within prose (AO2).
Activity: Examine paragraph breaks, flashbacks, pacing changes.
Assessment: Label and explain structural techniques in an extract.
LO: Analyse how structure influences reader response (AO2).
Activity: Discuss tension-building and resolution in prose.
Assessment: Timed paragraph analysing a shift in focus.
Week 4 – Viewpoint, Theme, and Evaluation
LO: Identify writer’s viewpoint, attitudes, and themes (AO1/AO4).
Activity: Highlight emotive language and bias indicators.
Assessment: Short paragraph explaining inferred viewpoint.
LO: Evaluate how writer’s choices shape reader interpretation (AO4).
Activity: Compare two interpretations of a passage; discuss evidence.
Assessment: Write an AO4-style evaluative paragraph.
Week 5 – Exam Practice and Assessment
LO: Apply AO1, AO2, and AO4 skills to exam-style questions.
Activity: Timed practice on past-paper Q1–Q3.
Assessment: Peer marking with mark schemes.
LO: Complete a full Section A reading mock under timed conditions.
Activity: 1-hour timed exam; self-mark using WJEC criteria.
Assessment: Set 3 improvement targets based on results.


	
Component 1: Writing Prose

Week 1 – Introduction to Prose
LO: To identify and explain key features of prose fiction and narrative structure.
Activity: Analyse model openings; discuss how writers hook readers.
Assessment: Rewrite a bland opening to make it engaging.
LO: Use sensory detail to create vivid description.
Activity: Teach “show, don’t tell” & 5 senses.
Assessment: Write 3 alternative opening paragraphs with different moods.
Week 2 – Setting and Atmosphere
 LO: Describe a setting using precise vocabulary and figurative language.
Activity: Explore how setting influences atmosphere in extracts.
Assessment: Annotate a model description and imitate style.
LO: Manipulate atmosphere through structural choices.
Activity: Introduce metaphor, simile, personification.
Assessment: 150-word description of a place with a chosen emotional tone.
Week 3 – Characterisation
LO: Develop characters using action, description, and viewpoint.
Activity: Direct vs indirect characterisation.
Assessment: Write an internal monologue for a character.
LO: Use dialogue to reveal character traits naturally.
Activity: Study dialogue extracts; practise punctuation rules.
Assessment: Scene introducing a new character through dialogue.

Week 4 – Narrative Structure and Pacing
LO: Use chronological and non-linear structures effectively.
Activity: Compare linear vs in media res openings.
Assessment: Plan a short story with chosen structure.
LO: Control pacing through paragraphing and sentence variation.
Activity: Tension-building sentence structures.
Assessment: 300-word narrative draft with pacing focus.
Week 5 – Viewpoint and Perspective
LO: Select and sustain an effective narrative perspective.
Activity: Compare 1st vs 3rd person; discuss impact.
Assessment: Rewrite a scene in a different viewpoint.
LO: Maintain consistent tense and narrator reliability.
Activity: Identify unreliable narrator techniques.
Assessment: Rewrite Week 4 scene from another character’s POV.
Week 6 – Building Tension and Conflict
LO: Use language techniques to create tension and suspense.
Activity: Annotate suspense scenes; identify withheld information.
Assessment: Write a paragraph using foreshadowing.
LO: Develop conflict within a narrative arc.
Activity: Explore types of conflict (internal/external).
Assessment: 250-word scene leading to a climax.
Week 7 – Editing and Refining
LO: Evaluate own and others’ writing against WJEC AO5 & AO6.
Activity: Peer-marking with success criteria.
Assessment: Set three personal editing targets.


LO: Edit writing for clarity, conciseness, and effect.
Activity: Sentence variety, vocabulary enrichment.
Assessment: Redraft Week 6 scene with improvements.
Week 8 – Mock Assessment
LO: Plan and structure a complete prose response under timed conditions.
Activity: Rapid planning drills from past questions.
LO: Produce a complete, technically accurate creative writing piece.
Activity: 45-min timed writing task; self-assessment using WJEC criteria.

	
Speaking, Listening and Communication

Week 1 – Understanding the Task & Topic Selection
LO: Understand the WJEC assessment format and success criteria (AO7–AO9).
Communication Skills Focus: Listening actively to exemplar speeches; identifying what makes delivery effective.
Activity: Watch exemplar recordings; group discussion on tone, clarity, and confidence.
Assessment: Create a checklist of effective speaking skills.
LO: Choose and refine a presentation topic suited to audience and purpose.
Communication Skills Focus: Expressing ideas clearly in small group discussions.
Activity: Topic brainstorming in pairs; practising concise explanations of ideas.
Assessment: Write a working title and outline 3 main points.
Week 2 – Research and Structuring
LO: Gather and select relevant information for a clear, engaging talk (AO7).
Communication Skills Focus: Paraphrasing and summarising research findings verbally.
Activity: Research and share key points aloud to peers.
Assessment: Compile evidence bank with key facts/quotes.
LO: Organise ideas into an effective speech structure.
Communication Skills Focus: Sequencing spoken information logically.
Activity: Model 3-part speech (intro, body, conclusion).
Assessment: Create a bullet-point speech plan.
Week 3 – Language and Voice
LO: Use rhetorical devices to engage an audience (AO7/AO9).
Communication Skills Focus: Speaking persuasively with varied tone and emphasis.
Activity: Practise rhetorical questions, triples, repetition in short bursts.
Assessment: Add at least 3 rhetorical devices to speech draft.
LO: Develop vocal delivery for clarity and impact.
Communication Skills Focus: Volume control, pacing, and articulation exercises.
Activity: Read aloud excerpts; peer feedback on clarity and expression.
Assessment: Deliver 1-minute excerpt from speech to partner.
Week 4 – Visual Aids and Body Language
LO: Use visual/audio aids to support meaning (AO7).
Communication Skills Focus: Coordinating spoken explanation with visual prompts.
Activity: Analyse examples of effective slide/prop use.
Assessment: Create 1–3 supporting visuals for own speech.
LO: Use non-verbal communication effectively.
Communication Skills Focus: Eye contact, posture, facial expression, hand gestures.
Activity: Record short delivery; self-assess body language.
Assessment: Adjust delivery plan based on playback feedback.
Week 5 – Rehearsal and Audience Interaction
LO: Deliver full draft speech for feedback.
Communication Skills Focus: Responding constructively to audience questions (AO8).
Activity: Peer group Q&A after each mini-presentation.
Assessment: Note 3 points to improve before final.
LO: Refine speech for maximum clarity and engagement.
Communication Skills Focus: Adapting spoken content based on listener feedback.
Activity: Final run-through with timing check.
Assessment: Make final edits to script and delivery style.
Week 6 – Assessment and Reflection
LO: Deliver the formal WJEC Speaking Assessment.
Communication Skills Focus: Maintaining confidence and clarity under formal conditions.
Activity: Presentations recorded under exam conditions.
LO: Reflect on performance and communication development.
Communication Skills Focus: Self-evaluation of speaking and listening strengths.
Activity: Complete reflection sheet on AO7–AO9; set personal communication goals.

  
	
Component 2: Reading and Analysing 19th and 21st Century Non-Fiction
Week 1 – Introduction to Non-Fiction Analysis
LO: Identify explicit and implicit ideas in non-fiction texts (AO1).
Activity: Read a contemporary non-fiction extract; retrieve and infer meaning.
Assessment: Create a table separating explicit and implicit points.
LO: Select and embed evidence to support interpretations (AO1).
Activity: PEE/PEEL recap using non-fiction examples.
Assessment: Write a short AO1-style response with embedded quotes.
Week 2 – Analysing Language
LO: Identify and explain language techniques in non-fiction (AO2).
Activity: Highlight rhetorical devices, emotive language, and tone in a 19th/21st century text.
Assessment: Annotate for effect and purpose.
LO: Zoom in on language to explore nuanced meaning (AO2).
Activity: Model detailed word/phrase analysis.
Assessment: Write an AO2 paragraph explaining the effect of a selected phrase.
Week 3 – Analysing Structure
LO: Identify structural features in non-fiction texts (AO2).
Activity: Examine paragraphing, repetition, and shifts in focus.
Assessment: Label and explain structure in a model extract.
LO: Analyse how structure shapes reader response (AO2).
Activity: Discuss how a text’s opening, build-up, and conclusion guide understanding.
Assessment: Timed paragraph on how structure influences tone.
Week 4 – Comparing Perspectives
LO: Identify similarities and differences in ideas across two texts (AO4).
Activity: Read paired extracts; complete a comparison grid.
Assessment: Identify at least three clear similarities and three differences.
LO: Compare how writers’ language and tone convey viewpoints (AO4).
Activity: Model a comparative AO4 paragraph.
Assessment: Write your own AO4 response using both texts.
Week 5 – Synthesis and Summary
LO: Summarise key points across two non-fiction texts (AO1).
Activity: Practice condensing main ideas into concise sentences.
Assessment: Write a 100-word summary comparing content.
Lesson 2 LO: Select and integrate key details for synthesis (AO1).
Activity: Note-taking from two extracts to support comparison.
Assessment: Answer a synthesis-style past paper question.
Week 6 – Exam Skills and Assessment
LO: Apply AO1, AO2, and AO4 skills in timed exam-style responses.
Activity: Timed practice on past paper Q1–Q4 Section A.
Assessment: Peer/self-mark using the WJEC mark scheme.
LO: Complete a full timed Component 2 Section A reading mock.
Activity: 1-hour mock; self-assessment and improvement targets.
 
	
Component 2: Writing Non-Fiction

Week 1 – Understanding Non-Fiction Writing
LO: Identify features of different non-fiction forms (AO5).
Activity: Compare articles, speeches, and letters for layout and tone.
Assessment: Annotate model texts for form-specific features.
LO: Match tone and style to purpose and audience (AO5).
Activity: Explore formal vs informal register; discuss audience impact.
Assessment: Rewrite a short text for a different audience.
Week 2 – Structuring Non-Fiction
LO: Organise ideas logically with cohesive devices (AO5).
Activity: Identify linking phrases, signposting, and paragraphing in a model text.
Assessment: Plan a speech using clear paragraph order.
LO: Craft engaging openings and memorable conclusions (AO5).
Activity: Analyse effective openings; model conclusion techniques.
Assessment: Write an opening and conclusion for a chosen non-fiction form.
Week 3 – Language for Persuasion and Impact
Lesson 1 LO: Use rhetorical devices to engage and influence (AO5).
Activity: Rhetorical question, triples, emotive language, direct address drills.
Assessment: Add at least three rhetorical devices to a planned piece.
LO: Control sentence structure for emphasis and effect (AO6).
Activity: Practise varying sentence length and type for impact.
Assessment: Redraft a paragraph with improved sentence variety.
Week 4 – Technical Accuracy and Style
LO: Edit writing for grammar, punctuation, and spelling accuracy (AO6).
Activity: Common non-fiction grammar pitfalls; SPaG checklist.
Assessment: Edit a past student response for accuracy.
LO: Refine vocabulary for precision and tone (AO5/AO6).
Activity: Synonym substitution, avoiding repetition, tone-matching exercises.
Assessment: Improve a paragraph by upgrading vocabulary choices.
Week 5 – Exam Skills and Assessment
LO: Plan and produce a timed non-fiction response (AO5/AO6).
Activity: Timed practice from past paper prompts; peer/self-assess with mark scheme.
LO: Complete a full Section B timed mock.
Activity: 45-minute formal writing assessment; mark using WJEC criteria.
Assessment: Set three improvement targets based on feedback.
 
	
Revision and Exams

Week 1 – Targeted Revision: Component 1
LO: Consolidate skills for Component 1 Reading – 20th century prose (AO1, AO2, AO4).
Activity: Timed mini-tasks from past paper Q1–Q4.
Assessment: Self-assess with mark scheme and set priorities.
LO: Consolidate skills for Component 1 Writing – prose narrative/descriptive (AO5, AO6).
Activity: Quick-fire planning drills; writing openings and endings under time pressure.
Assessment: Peer feedback using success criteria.
Week 2 – Targeted Revision: Component 2
LO: Revise Component 2 Reading – non-fiction/literary non-fiction (AO1, AO2, AO4).
Activity: Paired analysis of two linked texts; practice comparison.
Assessment: Write one comparative AO4 paragraph.
LO: Revise Component 2 Writing – transactional/persuasive forms (AO5, AO6).
Activity: Practice structuring articles, speeches, and letters; focus on openings/conclusions.
Assessment: 20-minute timed write from a past paper.
Week 3 – Exam Strategies & Practice
Lesson 1 LO: Apply time management strategies in full paper practice.
Activity: 1-hour timed Component 1 mini-mock.
Assessment: Self-mark key questions with AO checklists.
Lesson 2 LO: Apply strategies for tackling unfamiliar topics in writing tasks.
Activity: “Mystery prompt” challenge – students plan and write under tight timing.
Assessment: Peer-mark using WJEC writing bands.
Week 4 – Exam Week (Light-touch Lessons / Flex Weeks)
(Schedule will depend on actual exam dates)
LO: Calm, focused pre-exam session.
Activity: Recap “Top 5” reading and writing tips; confidence-building exercises.
LO: Post-exam debrief for Component 1 or 2 (whichever sits first).
Activity: Reflection on exam experience; note down what went well and areas to improve for second paper.
Week 5 – Post-exam Consolidation: Reading Skills
LO: Consolidate reading skills with engaging, unseen extracts.
Activity: Group work analysing a non-exam short story or article.
Assessment: Mini AO1/AO2 written responses.
LO: Practise comparison skills without exam pressure.
Activity: Compare perspectives from two modern texts on the same theme.
Assessment: Oral comparison followed by a short written piece.
Week 6 – Post-exam Consolidation: Writing Skills
LO: Revisit creative and non-fiction writing for enjoyment and confidence.
Activity: Choice-based writing challenge – fiction or non-fiction on an open theme.
Assessment: Focus on crafting voice and style without strict timing.
LO: Editing and refining writing for clarity and impact.
Activity: Peer and self-editing workshop using checklists.
Assessment: Produce a polished final draft.
Week 7 – Skills for Next Year & Celebration
LO: Reflect on learning and set next-step targets.
Activity: Personal learning review – highlight strengths and skills to develop.
LO: Fun, creative final task – collaborative class magazine or anthology.
[bookmark: _heading=h.fht44a98o6k1]Activity: Students choose their favourite piece of writing (any form).
Assessment: Present work in a class showcase.






