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Basic Learning in English

• In English, we aim for all pupils to develop their reading, writing and speaking and listening 
skills. We want children to develop a love of books and experience the joy of reading for 
themselves and with others. 

Key learning in English at home can involve pupils:

• Reading as much as possible. This can be with adult support or done independently. They can 
read or listen to someone else read to them, both are excellent for vocabulary development. 

• Writing for a range of purposes. This could be letters, diary entries, postcards, newspaper 
articles, stories or poems to name but a few. 

• Talking about what they have read/written/watched. For example, discuss the reasons for 
choosing certain words and/or make predictions about what will happen next in a story.



Task 1

1. Go to https://www.pobble365.com/the-time-
traveller/ (if you cannot get the link to work,  I have included 
the questions and story starter on the following slides)

2. Have a go at answering the comprehension 
questions.

3. Read the story starter. Then have a go at 
continuing the story or creating a story of your 
own about time travel. Remember to use the 
image as a prompt. 

Extra challenge: can you interesting adjectives, similes and pathetic fallacy in your writing? Remember to 
show not tell me how your character/s are feeling.

https://www.pobble365.com/the-time-traveller/


Task 1- Comprehension Questions

1. If you could time travel, would you travel to 
the past or the future? Why? Is there a 
particular time or place you would like to 
visit?

2. Would you change anything from your past?

3. If you could see into the future, what would 
you see yourself doing in 10 years time?

4. Why do you think the character is ‘plodding’ 
along? What does that tell you? Does it tells 
us anything about how he is feeling?



Task 1- Story Starter

The traveller plodded slowly across the long, cobbled bridge. Rain spat from the 
sky, pounding against the cold road, mist and cloud blocking any sunlight that 
could brighten the occasion.

He could feel the clock digging into his back as he rambled. It went everywhere 
with him, or rather he went everywhere with it. The clock was the key to 
everything; the key to moving through time and space. It was what had allowed 
him to see everything that had been, and everything that had not yet come to 
pass.

Life as a time-traveller was never boring. He remembered one particular trip...



Task 2

1. In class, we have been reading Clockwork by 
Philip Pullman. Philip Pullman used this clock 
in Munich as inspiration for the clock in the 
story. Watch a video of the clock here.

2. Help Karl design a figure for the town clock. 
Draw your figure and then use adjectives to 
label your drawing.

3. Write a couple of descriptive sentences 
about your figure.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NciEQu5DGBo


Task 3

1. Write a postcard to a friend or family member (or to an imaginary person!) 
telling them what you have been up to at home.

2. Remember to start your postcard with ‘To’ or ‘Dear’ and to end it correctly 
using ‘From’

3. Make up an address to send your postcard to. You could send your postcard 
in the post but check this with an adult as you will need a stamp and the 
correct address. 

4. Draw a picture on the other side of your postcard. This could be something 
to make the receiver of the postcard smile. 

Video on writing a postcard from London: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1JC5Ig5Ik_g

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1JC5Ig5Ik_g


Useful  Links

• BBC Bitesize provides accessible information, quizzes and 
video clips to support learning. 

• Spelling: EdShed

• Reading: Reading Eggs and MyOn

• Spelling, grammar, reading and writing: Top Marks

• Pobble 365 provides a daily picture accompanied by 
comprehension questions and a story starter. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zrqqtfr/articles/zy2r6yc
https://www.edshed.com/en-us/Login
https://sso.readingeggs.com/login?client_id=8020fd524cb747519ccfb61e1c15dacbfab3f0b4&idp=d0797975a160eeec142b30cd3705fe6ee3eafec9&locale=uk&redirect_uri=https://app.readingeggs.com/oauth/login?idp%3Dd0797975a160eeec142b30cd3705fe6ee3eafec9%26scope%3Dblake&response_type=code&scope=blake&state=9bb4773ac8dceaf69f3fde5110b9c4e16fe78d31045f7467
https://www.myon.co.uk/login/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/reading
https://www.pobble365.com/

